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Literary Analysis of Everyday Use by Alice Walker
Writing has become extremely vital in the preservation of people’s cultural heritage and past experiences. It is through this that writers can effectively communicate their ideas to the world. A comprehensive awareness of the past creates an appreciation of one's heritage. The recent past has been highly characterized by an increase in writers all over the world. Each of these prolific writers has their own unique way of writing. Alice Walker is an example of a female writer who narrates the experiences of women from a woman’s perspective. She is one of the most prolific writers. Her works basically focus on issues affecting her gender and the place of a woman in the society. It is through her writing that readers can identify the plight of women in the patriarchal society.
Themes and stylistic devices
Everyday Use is a short story concerning a humble rural family comprised of a mother and her two daughters. It is symbolic of the traditional and the contemporary way of life. Maggie and Mama uphold the traditional way of life which is handed down from generation to the next. They are hardworking and strive to sustain themselves (Cowart, 1996). Dee, on the other hand, is symbolic of the contemporary society, in which education has impacted a vast change in lifestyle. She resents her background. This is demonstrated by the fact that she even changes her name to Wangero Leewanika as a protest to her oppressors. The author employs first-person in the narration of the events in the story. This stylistic device develops the theme of heritage. 
Mrs. Johnson and Maggie act as a continuation of their ancestor's lives. Dee, however, fails to understand the significance of the quilts, which Mama intends to give her on her wedding day. She instead wants to use them to beautify her house (Muuhammedzade & Obaid, 2013). Dee symbolizes the youth in the modern day, who fail to understand and appreciate their past. The story also explores the role of education in dividing families. Even though Mama did not receive any education, she struggles extensively to educate Dee (Cowart, 1996). Mama’s actions are meant to be beneficial to her daughter’s life. This, however, brings about a division and disintegration between Dee and her family. Even further it has separated Dee from her true self. She loathes her heritage and identity, the only things that are provided by the family. Education alienates her from her ancestry.
[bookmark: _Hlk496368795]Symbolism is extensive in the story. For instance, the scars in Maggie’s skin represent the harsh realities of life (Muuhammedzade & Obaid, 2013). The quilts that Mama intends to present to Dee during her marriage are symbolic of their cultural heritage. They are basically comprised of historical fragments and remainders of attire which are representative of the people who established the family’s values, beliefs, and legacy. Dee cannot understand the significance of the quilts and this is why she intends to hang them in her house. The title is symbolic of the significance of a people’s heritage in shaping their identity.
Modern writing expounds on contemporary issues such as education and its effect on the people's cultural heritage. Education, however, plays a critical role in the preservation of these values. It also fosters an understanding of diverse cultures and heritages. This promotes an intense appreciation for an individual’s heritage and that of others. Writing has gained prestige in the modern world. It is the most effective channel through which various issues of our past can be conveyed. Each writer has a unique style of writing. The gender of the author highly determines the side of which their sympathies lie. Alice Walker presents the experiences of a woman from a woman’s perspective. Her sympathies are in no doubt, with the female gender.
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